OVAHA Meeting Minutes – Annual Meeting 12-29-07
Attendees: Linda Laufer, Suzy Zech, Catlin Zech, Sherri & Gordon Lewis, Laura and Lori Woodruff, Bill Pennington, Larry and Shirley Izor, Larry Kinnear, Tammy Hawkey, Sharon Hanks, Marcia Doncaster, Louise Michels , Bill Pennington, Becky and Dale Pitcock and others.

Marcia called the meeting to order.

Louise gave the Treasure’s report and handed out copies.  Sherrie gave her futurity paybacks numbers and handed out.  Were almost identical to last year.

Two things to complete Community Show and Celebration.  Half profit ($744) to Mary Have.  Rachel’s wish was to give to the Children’s Medical.  Will give $250 - motion was carried.  Louise will do checks tonight.  Sherrie suggested we present it at the next Mary Haven meeting - Marcia agreed $375will be given.  Agreed.
No questions.

Suzy reminded need to renew by 12-31.  91 total so far and no new info.  It was mentioned it would be nice if we cold get 100 to get another delegate.  Linda asked about club fees if a Life Member to AHA, it is $15.

Sizzler meeting to be Sat Jan 12th.  May be at Marcia’s – will try to get people appointed to committees.  Suzy brought up that Univ of Findlay has done a lot of remodeling.  It is all covered and indoors now.  Suzy and Catlin took pictures and passed around.  Rent is $850, with water, dragging and lights.  Tack stalls $10/2days, stalls $40/2day, electric $30/weekend, all new restroom facility.  Shirley pointed out the price.  Louise thought the might be a problem with workers willing to go that far.  Someone suggested looking at Circle G.  Marcia pointed out probably can’t change this year due to be locked in to Greenville.  Marcia talked to Daphne of IN club.  This is the first year in 16 years we lost money and is largely due to lack of sponsors, but our numbers have continued to go down.  Suzy will order ribbons, but she can’t do ribbons.  Jim said he could (but won’t wear a skirt).  Suzy reiterated that Findlay is a great place – good footing, rubber mats in stalls and you never have to go outside.  Marcia said maybe we do a rode trip and ride out to check out places.  Laura Woodruff suggested Earlham College in IN as another facility to consider.
There are appx 16 people in the Recreational Rider program.  Marcia talked about trying to expand it with group riders, double point rides, etc.  Mentioned Laura and Lori do parades in Lewisburg and Eaton (Preble Port Fest).  Maybe could do as a group.  Cost is $10 rider/horse combo and it is accumulative hours.  Larry asked if this rolls into AHA.  No but Woodruffs pointed out the AHA program is free.

High Point – still working on finding a place.  Tammy said she’d like to find a place in Springfield, otherwise is will be CJ Hamericks, last Saturday in Jan the 26th at 6:30. 
Futurity.  Asked about Heartland.  Sherri has checks for participants.  Best year this year.  Committee not met yet - will have it up and running.  Already have stallions nominated.  Pam had questions about whether stallion, mare and foal had to be registered.  Sherri said basically like current futurity.  Pam wanted to know exact dollar amount.  Sherri said hoped it would regenerate new interest.  Get 10 new members.  Initial fee for stallion $250, and stallion get 1 foal, $50 mare, every year.  Asked about nominating a foal gave the example of Iowa Gold Star it is $100 fee and never pay again.  To nominate a foal is $50, so both nominated stallion and non-nominated stallion foals can be in the futurity for 6 years.  Hope to have everything ready for Regional meeting in March.

Marcia asked Sherri about the Celebration.  Sherri asked for volunteers to chair – no one volunteered (note: Laura Woodruff agreed later that evening).  We were the only club that did all three out-reach programs.  We were in the top 3.

Old Business:

Preble Country Tack Sale Feb 24th.  Louise said she hasn’t received anything from them yet.  It starts at 9:00.  Bring items in with tags and price.  The club gets 10%.  One member (Terry?) made $1,000 last year.  Shirley Izor said you can double your price washing your items.  Sherri asked for a really small western saddle – no offers.  Linda Lauffer mentioned her saddle is for sale.
New Business:

Corral vs Arabian News (AN).  Marcia said if we go to it (AN) as a club we can advertise for free in it.  Marcia said as a club AN is more beneficial.  Bill Pennington pointed out the ads go to more places, not just OH.  Marcia asked when we have to pay the Corral - was paid in October.  Need to get a hold of AN.  Board will vote on it (board voted to go with AN).

Got an e-mail that Findlay is having a Tack Swap same day as our tack sale.

Mentioned another group trail ride, but not at Smoke Rise.  Possibly Shakertown KY -  will promote it.  Shirley asked if we can get it sanctioned.  Sort of decided we want to keep it fun.

Louise said Janet Fisher’s mom died.

Larry asked to make a motion to donate $50 to Hospice – motion was passed.

Went over new officers:  President – Sherri Lewis, Vice-Pres – Tammy Hawkeye, Secretary – Sharon Hanks, Treasurer – Louise Michels.

New Board:  Amanda Brooks, Linda Lauffer, and 
Larry Kinnear talked about Arab Horse Foundation and how Dave pledged $1,000 for Region 14.  Asked about dollar amount from the club.  New Foundation focuses on equine research, horse displacements, scholarships and other things.  We can designate what we want the money to go to.
Any new Old or New Business:

Linda announced the Dayton Horse Show is bringing back Arab classes.

Shirley and Larry Izor won the ½ and ½ raffle.

Dan presented Marcia with a Top 10 ribbon.  Pam asked about Jan 26 General meeting and Awards Banquet at 5:30. 

Meeting Adjourned:  Board voted on AN and dollar amount to donate to the Arab Horse Foundation. (Amount $150 to earmarked for the Education Trust).

